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“This and That” from Julie 

               Next Event—Campout - June 23-25, 2017 

Now that we've had our last meeting until Sept. it's time to confirm all those plans for the 
summer.  Don't forget to check the summer schedule in the newsletter for events. 
It's been confirmed!  Our Pre Club Slow Jam is a hit!  We've had a good amount of peo-
ple who have attended and made it clear that the slow jam is wanted, needed and appre-
ciated!  One member commented that it was nice to hear a few of the tunes we played so clear AND at the right 
speed!  Speed is such an issue and not just with our club!  Slow jamming is the perfect venue for newer players and 
those that just want to play at a good controlled pace.  So, in September, the doors will open at 10:30 again!  Thanks 
for all who have given their support for the program.  
New Tunes.....if you have a suggestion for a new club tune, please tell Mary (our very talented music coordinator).  A 
good way to keep track of any tunes you hear is to have pen and paper (or something more high tech) and ask "hey, 
what tune is that"!   
Here's hoping we all have a fun, productive summer and that we follow through with all our plans to attend as many 
music events as we can.   
See you this summer! 

                                            
Waffle Farm Camping Schedule 
 

June 23-25 (Friday - Sunday) If you are not camping, we hope you will be able 
to join us on Saturday for jamming and the pot luck.  It’s always great to see our 
musical friends. 
 
See the schedule in this newsletter.  Sounds like a great time! 
 

 

SPEED AND IT'S CONSEQUENCES!! 
How about those crazy drivers out there?  Find yourself just doing the chin drop when they wiz past  
you?  Go, Go, Go, fast, faster and with NO consideration to how it affects those around them?  Some com-
pletely oblivious to anyone but themselves!   Well, it's time to take an honest look at ourselves and how 
SPEED has taken over in some areas!    
Like breakfast, a good musical start makes for a good day but keeping that speed is another issue.  I got 
these thoughts from watching videos of clubs/groups/etc. on line and also from being IN a group that jetted 
way past the speed limit.  Mud, thick mud is what tunes sound like when they are played lickity split!  I'm 
not about turtle speed for tunes, but playing them AT THE SPEED of which they were written.  It's time we 
ALL take an honest look at our playing techniques: 
1:  Am I playing the right tune :) it's happened to me! 
2:  Am I playing it in the right key?  yup, is happened to me! 
3:  Am I ahead or behind the other players?   
4:  Am I listening to those around me?   
5:  Am I speeding it up because "I" like it that way? 
All good questions.  Ask yourself these and be honest.   All we can do is try and improve those areas in which 

we need it.  It will make for a better time for all.    

To our members who are Dads or Grandfathers 



Upcoming Events  

 9 Mary Colgan 

22 Ed Conklin 

26 Bob Clemet 

 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

UCDC Membership Dues:  $ 15/family - Please 
make checks out to UCDC and mail to Wendy 
Conklin, 7186 W. Sterling Rd., Litchfield, MI 
49252. Covers January thru December 2017.   
 
UCDC Name Tag: to order, contact Wendy 
Conklin 517-542-2291 or wconklin22@gmail.com  
 
Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers for 
sale:   Call Paula Brawdy at 616 240 0445 .   
 
Practice with Pennye: 3 CD set plus 2 more of 
UCDC repertoire to practice with, or choose which 
tunes you want on one CD.   Christmas tunes also 
available. Call Pennye Scheiber at  517-547-7448 
or  pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

If you have never seen your name listed here, we 

may not have your information.   See Wendy. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

BOARD MEMBERS 2017 
 
President, Julie Mester 
jandsenterprises@comcast.net 
 

Vice President, Don Woodard 
djedje@live.com 
 
Secretary, Sharon McAuliffe 
ypsi-ds@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership/ 
Sunshine Coordinator 
Wendy Conklin 
wconklin22@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 

Barb Borton, Ann Johnson 

Scott Mester 

 

Other: 

Resident Agent, Ann Johnson 
johnsondone@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Leader/Music Books 

Mary Colgan 

creativegirlatheart@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Pennye Scheiber 

pennyescheiber70@gmail.com 

 

Web Site / Dropbox Manager  

Karen Turner 

karenturner@comcast.net 

15 Don & Kathy Falls 

24 Don & Ann Johnson 

28 George & Pat Dornton 

Rick Thum A—Z Hammered 
Dulcimer Class 
July 10-12, 2017 (Mon-Wed) 
This is a 3 day intensive train-

ing workshop for Hammered Dulcimer 
players  of all levels looking to improve 
their skills. 
Location: Evart, Michigan 
Evart United Methodist Church 
619 Cherry St. 

Club History 

Barb Borton has provided copies of all the newslet-
ters since the onset of the club 35 years ago! Also sev-

eral albums of pictures showing club members 
through the years, some general, one on the 25th an-

niversary party, and others.  Thank you Barb. 

Future Play Dates 
July 13-14—Possible Learning Fair in Jackson 
July 28— Thome Pace, 11:00-11:30 
Sept 23—Blair Farm 1:00—2:30 pm Homer 
             Jan Woodard—517-782-4396 
 

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!! 
For those who answered the call for players at the 
Civil War dinner in Lansing!  19........can you believe 
that?........19 players!!  AND, we got players from 
Silver Strings and Thornapple clubs!  I cannot 
thank you enough for the great show of sup-
port.  We were very much appreciated and loved by 
those in the crowd and also by those who had no 
idea what was going on (we were at a hotel).   It was 
a long drive for some (90+ one way).  What an awe-
some group of people we have in our music family!   



The tune of the month for June (to be taught at the Waffle Farm 
campout!) is a TANGO!   La Cumparsita.... 
 
The Tango is a partner dance that originated in the 1880s along the River 
Plata, the natural border between Argentina and Uruguay, and soon spread 
to the rest of the world.  The words "tango" and "tambo" were initially used 
to refer to musical gatherings of slaves, with written records of colonial au-
thorities attempting to ban such gatherings as early as 1789.  (How 
*appropriate* is THAT!  We're having a 'musical gathering' to learn this fun 
tune! )  

"La Cumparsita" (title translates to mean ''the little parade'' ©1917).   It is 
among the most famous and recognizable tangos of all time.   This tune seems to be a 'joint effort' 
by several people - which actually started its life as a 'march'... but, was converted to a Tango with 
additional parts added to it - and then, later, even words were written by others.  (They are NOT 
in English - so, we won't be having a 'sing along'!)  (For complete history - see Wikipedia!) 
 
There has even been controversy related to its 'use'.  In 1997 - the Uruguay country adopted the 
tune, by law, as their cultural and popular anthem...so, when Argentine Olympians used it to 
march to (because they LIKED IT!) in the 2000 Sydney Olympics - Uruguay filed a com-
plaint!   Never a dull moment, when you find a catchy little tune that everyone likes! 
 
Hopefully, you will all find this a fun and challenging little tune to learn and play!  You'll get to 
learn a new rhythm... and use a couple notes/strings on your dulcimer that you might not use of-

ten, too!   

April 24, 2017  Spring Arbor Senior Center 

May 20, 2017  Back Porch String Band 
 Grosvenor House Museum  

Lansing Union Vets of the Civil War Back Porch String Band—Joensville Riverfest 



Anniversary Party 



UCDC Campout Workshop - 2017 



UNCLE CARL'S CAMPOUT SCHEDULE* 
 

Friday:  Jamming in the grass/depending on when people 
arrive! 
 
Friday PM:  Jamming at 7:pm in large pavilion to enter-
tain the campers 
 
Sat:  Breakfast at 8:30!!  Bring table service and a good appetite!  Coffee provided, 
pancakes, sausage, fruit bowl. 
 
Sat:  11 am- Large Pavilion-Learn a new tune!  La Cumparsita 
 
Sat: afternoon-jamming in the grass.  Pick a spot and get started! 
 
Sat:  5 pm – POT LUCK!!  Bring a dish to pass and table service. 
 
Sat: 7 pm – Large Pavilion- jamming to entertain the campers 
 
Sun:  9: coffee hour and IF there's food left we can eat!   
 
Sun:  9:30/10-Gospel Jam for those interested.   
 
*These times are NOT WRITTEN IN STONE!  Weather always plays a great factor in 
these situations.  If weather is wet we will be playing more under the shelter of the 
large pavilion.   
 
If you have a tune you want to teach/learn/share/ bring it to the campout.      We have 
plenty of time for it!   
 
For those not camping, just come to the large pavilion area and you'll find us.  You 
should stop in at the gate/office to check in.  I believe it will be $2 per day to “DAY 
CAMP”.   
 
See you there! 



Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club 
c/o Wendy Conklin 
7186 W. Sterling Rd. 
Litchfield, MI 49252 
 

June, 2017 


